
This panel session will explore two approaches in urban 
water resilience that address critical infrastructure 
vulnerabilities in water-related infrastructure and 
management. 

Water as Leverage, illustrated through its work in 
Chennai, India, and the City Water Resilience Approach, 
highlighting its application in Cape Town and Greater 
Miami, will both contribute to the Global Commission 
on Adaptation’s support to cities in developing and 
implementing integrated urban water resilience planning 
and investment. 

CONTACTS: 

Climate Action: Accelerating Urban Water Resilience in Asia, 
Africa and beyond: two approaches in theory and in practice:  
Water as Leverage / City Water Resilience Approach
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Wednesday, 12 February; 12.30-13.30 (local time); Hall 2, Room Number 1

What do  
Chennai,  

Cape Town  
and Miami  

have in  
common?

Cape Town 
>4 million inhabitants

Chennai 
>10 million inhabitants

Greater Miami and the Beaches 
>6 million inhabitants

They all have urban and water challenges that affect 
their ability to be resilient to shocks and stresses 
from the climate crisis and other factors.

Cities need to explore innovative ways to develop 
the resilience of their water systems. Two of these 
approaches are explored in a focused panel event 
at WUF10.

Martin.Shouler@arup.com (The Resilience Shift); Dennis.vanpeppen@rvo.nl (Government of the Netherlands) 

Chaired by Herman Pienaar, UN Habitat, the panel 
includes:

 › Dennis van Peppen, Lead Water Programmes, 
RVO, Netherlands Government

 › Martin Shouler, The Resilience Shift / Arup

 › Eva Pfannes, City of 1000 Tanks / Ooze Architects

 › Anne-Marie Hitipeuw-Gribnau, Chief Resilience 
Officer, Den Haag, Netherlands

 › Lina Liakou, Global Resilient Cities Network 

https://waterasleverage.org/
https://www.resilienceshift.org/campaign/city-water-resilience-approach/


This aims to bridge innovative financing, inclusive design, and government 
collaboration through a pressure-cooker approach in the development and 
implementation of urban projects that mitigate the impacts and adapt to the 
effects of climate change in fast growing cities. 

WaL brings together all relevant stakeholders from the start – governments, 
cities, designers, engineers, civil society, international financial institutions 
(IFIs) - contributing to multidisciplinary teams’ initial analyses of systemic 
risks and unique opportunities. With one of the results the game-changing 
‘Mylapore’ urban climate adaptation project in Chennai developed by the ‘City 
of 1000 Tanks’ team.

The Water as Leverage programme is an initiative of the Netherlands 
government in collaboration with the cities of Chennai (India), Semarang 
(Indonesia), and Khulna (Bangladesh) and partners such as the Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank, the Global Centre on Adaptation, FMO 
Entrepreneurial Development Bank,  the Global Resilience Cities Network, 
Partners for Resilience UN-Habitat, OECD, WWF and the Water Youth 
Network.

This end to end approach to urban water resilience has been developed in 
response to cities’ needs for tools and approaches to help them and their 
stakeholders navigate together the process of building resilience. 

It can be used by public and private organisations, representatives from 
national and regional government, cities, utilities, catchment and basin 
authorities, the private sector and civil society groups. It contains diagnostic 
frameworks and governance tools within the approach.

Developed with the cities of Cape Town, Greater Miami and the Beaches, 
Hull, Amman, Greater Manchester, Rotterdam, Thessaloniki, and Mexico City. 
It has now been implemented into strategic action planning for improved 
resilience by the Cities of Cape Town and Greater Miami.

The City Water Resilience Approach is supported by The Resilience Shift 
that exists to inspire and empower a global community to make the world 
safer through resilient infrastructure. It provides knowledge and tools for 
those responsible for planning, financing, designing, delivering, operating and 
maintaining critical infrastructure systems. 

Water as Leverage for Resilient Cities Asia  (WaL) 

City Water Resilience Approach (CWRA) 


