
      

Water Action Track 

To thrive under climate change, humanity faces two urgent imperatives: Sustaining an Earth system with a 
suitable environment and Building the resilience of human systems to change. Water is vital to achieving both. 

Our Goal: By 2030, The Commission calls for ensuring the resilience of natural and managed freshwater 
systems and of the critical human systems dependent upon water, reducing risks to over 2.5 billion people 
currently facing high water stress and to the nearly 150 million annually impacted by floods and droughts. 

Meeting these aims requires work at interdependent, but often fragmented scales of natural systems and 
human governance: strengthening national preparedness and adaptation, fostering basin-scale water system 
resilience, and building the resilience of human systems reliant on water. Accordingly, responding to these 
imperatives and urgent goal, the Commission will champion three Priority Water Actions: 

1. Water Resilience Preparedness 

By 2030, assist at least 50 countries to address climate change risks in their water systems, for instance by 
linking with NDCs, to prioritize integrated planning and execution of comprehensive flood and drought 
management to advance preparedness for and risk mitigation of water extremes. Work to align and leverage 
bilateral and multilateral financial flows and to strengthen national to local policy coherence. 

Partners pledge immediate and sustained action in 15 delta countries to support disaster risk reduction and 
water resilience preparedness; and to generate reliable, timely and accurate hydrological outlooks to inform 
water management and adaptation planning.  By 2025, partners pledge to support at least 30 countries to 
access finance for water-informed National Adaptation Plans and to improve flood and drought management. 

Leaders include: Alliance for Global Water Adaptation, Delta Coalition, Global Water Partnership,  
International Water Management Institute (IWMI), The Netherlands, World Bank, World Meteorological 
Organization, and World Resources Institute (WRI).  

During the Year of Action, leading partners will work to build partnerships, align capabilities and mobilize 
resources to build preparedness in 20 countries by 2025, and to develop a Roadmap to 2030. 

2. Resilient Basin Futures 

By 2030, support efforts in at least 100 river and groundwater basins to plan and finance climate adaptation 
and resilience measures, in view of the pivotal role of basins and the source-to-sea water cycle in fulfilling the 
2030 Agenda. Strengthen ecological resilience and address the water security and resilience needs of all sectors. 
Priorities include strengthening natural defenses, investing in green and gray infrastructure, regulating water 
quality and flows, increasing storage capacity, and improving water use efficiency, particularly in agriculture.  

Partners pledge immediate and sustained action in over 40 basins, including efforts to build climate change 
resilience in transboundary basins, deltas and coastal regions of Africa, Asia, Latin America and Europe, while 
ensuring access to clean, sufficient and safe water for the local residents.  

Leaders include: CEO Water Mandate, Danone, Delta Alliance, Dutch Water Authorities,  
Global Center on Adaptation (GCA), Global Resilience Partnership, IWMI, the Ocean Risk and Resilience Action 
Alliance, the Netherlands, Stockholm International Water institute (SIWI), UN Economic Commission for 
Europe, Wetlands International, World Bank, and World-Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)  

During the Year of Action, leading partners will work to build partnerships, align capabilities and mobilize 
resources to build resilience plans and investments in 40 basins by 2025 and develop a Roadmap to 2030. 



      

3. City Water Resilience  

By 2030, support at least 100 cities to develop and implement integrated urban water resilience planning 
and investment to address critical vulnerabilities in water-related infrastructure and management, building 
water security for growing urban populations and increasingly water-stressed cities. Cities will be supported to 
diagnose water risks and to design and upgrade their water systems for resilience through investments in 
managing water use, water quality, diversified supply, reuse and recycling, and extreme water events.  

Partners pledge immediate and sustained action in over 60 cities to upscale urban water resilience planning, 
and investments building upon proven approaches and tools, particularly in vulnerable coastal and delta 
regions of Africa, Asia and LAC.  By 2025, partners will invest and leverage additional funding for urban water 
resilience in over 20 cities, including resilient infrastructure, nature-based solutions and social resilience. 

Leaders include: Alliance for Water Stewardship, Arup, Cities4Forests, GCA, IWMI, International Water 
Association, the Netherlands, The Resilience Shift, Resilient Cities Network, SIWI, Water as Leverage,  
World Economic Forum, the World Bank, WRI and WWF  

During the Year of Action, leading partners will work to build partnerships, align capabilities and mobilize 
resources to build resilience plans and investments in 60 cities by 2025 and develop a Roadmap to 2030. 
 

Partners pledging support for the Water Action Track 

The Water Action Track is a platform for a whole of society effort to accelerate climate change adaptation 
action in water and water-related sectors.  Our Actions are fueled by partnership with the following leaders: 

 
    


